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Editorðs Foreword  

Thanks to our supporters:  

Cut off date for the next publication is Thursday 20th September 

Hello, 
 
Well we certainly had a change of weather 
coming into August. Those lovely warm 
days replaced by cooler and wet  
conditions. Yes I know the farmers and 
gardeners needed it desperately, but sigh, 
it was lovely while it lasted! 
 
The blackberries are picked and the  
apples are coming in, so some baking and 
jam making will be going on around the 
village. Yum! 
 
Guess Autumn will soon be here. Letôs 
hope for a late surge of sunshine to  
prepare. 
 
A wonderful few events took place in the 
village, with the Flower and Produce show 
surprising us all with high quality and 
good turnout. Despite the drought! 
 
The Ladies Pimms Afternoon was another 
great success. Over 90 ladies attended a 
splendid occasion in the Baxter Hall. 
 
As always a huge thank you to everyone 
involved and for the generosity of those 
who donated to these events. 
 
Special thanks to our Pimms Hero, Geoff 
Fox. Cheers! 
 
The 15th September sees a big 40th  
anniversary celebration for the Baxter 
Hall, with a masked ball being held to 

mark this special occasion. 40 years how 
time flies! 
 
At the church a great exhibition being is 
held to mark Devon Historic Churches 
Day. 
 
A special plea! Please consider timings 
for letting me have entries for the events 
section of the Newsletter. 
Preferably at least two months in advance 
to allow for  sufficient coverage of your 
event. Please include date/time/venue and 
contact details.  
 
Off to try on my ball gowns now! 
 
 
Jane Brasier - Editor 

  

 

Please send your news stories to:  

petrocknews@gmail.com  

Post to: Ivy Cottage, Petrockstowe, EX20 3HJ 
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Whatðs On 
 Weekly Regular Activity   

Dates Time  Activity Venue  Contact  

Monday 

 

11am-12pm  Flex & Tone to music 

 

Baxter Hall  Marion Steer 

01837 810671 

Monday  7.30pm Mixed Skittles (Home 

games) 

Baxter Hall Mike Stapleton 

01805 601776 

Wednesday 7pm Bell Ringing Church David French  

07502 115303 

 

Wednesday 6pm ï7pm ñòDance--a-getic Baxter Hall Jessica Squire 

07746892660 

 

Thursday 7.30pm Ladies Skittles (Home 

Games) 

Baxter Hall Marion Steer 

01837 810671 

Friday 

 

10.00am ï

12-30pm 

Art Group Baxter Hall Keith Rooke 

01837 811885 

Sunday 5pm ñChase the Aceò The Laurels 

Inn 

Landlord 

Paul Johnson 

Laurels Quiz  
 

 
 
The result of the Laurel`s Quiz on Tuesday 7th August  
  
 1st  Full Compliment 
  
 2nd The Early Risers 
  
 3rd  Red Hot Silly Peppers 
 
 
The Raffle raised Ã70 towards the Play Park 
  
The next Quiz will be on Tuesday 7th Sept with the proceeds to the Churchyard Fund 
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August  Monthly and Special Events  
Date Time Activity Venue Contact 

4/9/18 12 Noon 

At Tapley 

Merton & Petrockstowe 

 Heritage Group  

Return visit to 

Tapley Park 

Ann Luxton 

01837 810728 

4/9/18 8.00pm Quiz  in aid of the Church-

yard Fund 

The Laurels Inn Landlord 

Paul Johnson 

 

8/9/18 10.30am 

- 3pm 

Devon Historic Churchôs 

Day 

Church Ann Luxton 

01837 810728 

11/9/18 8.00pm Garden Club  Baxter Hall Carol Squires 

01837 810567 

13/9/18 2.30pm Senior Circle The Old Orchard Joan Walden 

01837 810732 

14/9/18 7.30pm Merton & Petrockstowe 

 Heritage Group  

 

Clinton Hall Ann Luxton 

01837 810728 

15/09/18 7.00pm 

for 

7.30pm 

Masked Ball   

(Baxter Hall 40th Anniver-

sary) 

Baxter Hall Julie Harris 

01837 810898 

25/09/18 7.30pm Ladies Group Meeting Baxter Hall Ann Tomkins  

01837 810501 

27/9/18 12.30 Luncheon Club 

Venue:  The Devilôs Stone 

The Old Orchard Joan Walden 

01837 810732 

28/9/18 10am - 

12 noon 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Charity Fund Raiser 

Baxter Hall Ann Jones 

Check also The laurels for events.  Reminder that Pizza available in the Baxter Hall Car 

park on third Tues of every month. 
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Coming Upä 
Date  Time  Activity Venue  Contact  

13/10/18 From 

9.30am 

(15min 

slots) 

Family Photoôs with David Birk 

Please ring for details  

Baxter Hall David Birk 

01805 603522 

14/10/18 TBA Harvest Festival Lunch 

 

Baxter Hall Ann Luxton 

01837 810728 

16/10/18 7.30pm Baxter Hall AGM Baxter Hall Carol Squires 

01837 81056  

27/10/18 TBA Ferret Racing Baxter Hall TBA 

17/11/18 TBA Canape and Crooner Evening 

(Joint Church Ladies group 

fundraiser) 

Baxter Hall TBA 

30/11/18 TBA Christmas Tree Festival Church Jane Birk 

01805 603522 

 

 100 Club Results  July/August  

July 

1. Malcolm & Ann Busby 

2. Mary Neave 

3. Chris Mitchell 

August 

1. Paul & Bee Everett 

2. Gordon Mitchel 

3. Malcolm & Ann Busby 
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Church News  

From the Team Rector 
Martin Warren, tel: 01409-281424 

Dear Friends, 

God seems to delight in diversity. With God, there would appear to be little chance 
of everything being all the same. And, as with September, we begin to move into 
the autumn season, we see just how true that is. 

It is the season of fruits and nuts ï so many on the trees and in the hedgerows. It 
is the season of colour in the leaves, as they gradually ï unless there is a full-
blown storm ï fall from the trees and bushes. And what a range: see the reds and 
yellows and oranges and browns, as well as those still green.  

Just imagine how it would be if everything were all the same. If all were blue, how 
could we tell the land from the sea; if all green, we would have no flowers of amaz-
ing colour. In the depths of a moonless, thick-clouded night, away from any lights, 
all then is one colour, and that is black: we cannot find our way, except by feel. 

Diversity and difference brings depth and richness. We will be puzzled by much, 
intrigued and fascinated ï and yes, at times, fearful too. There is variety and differ-
ent insights. We see in different ways. Our lives are expanded. 

And the same is true of people. What a rich variety we are: male and female (donôt 
let anyone kid you they are really the same: men are from Mars, women are from 
Venus!), young and old; European and African and .., British and everything else. 
There is such a richness, such a depth to our world. Shut ourselves away from it 
all, and we shut ourselves away from each other. 

God seems to delight in diversity.  He has made us with such variety. Shut our-
selves away, and ultimately we shut ourselves away from God. 

This autumn, rejoice in all the variety around us ï even if we donôt always under-
stand it. 

Yours, 

Martin Warren. 
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Church News  
Building Fund/ Project.  
 
We have now submitted our application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. A decision will not be 
made till December, so we will have to be very patient. 
 
Devon Historic Churches Day is held on September 8th.  
 
There will be a display by the Heritage Group of photos and information on the soldiers 
from the village who fought in WW1 plus other interesting information regarding the church 
itself. Cream teas will be served throughout the day so please come along and support this 
worthwhile cause. The Devon Historic Churches Trust support rural churches like ours by 
the giving of grants. 
 
The Fellowship Group continues to meet once a fortnight at David and Dees house. We 
continue our journey with Micah. All are welcome. 
 
Lay people leading worship.  
 
As less people are being ordained a series of training sessions are being held in September 
to encourage more of us to help lead worship or take part in services in our local churches. 
If you think you would like to attend please let Martin know. This is a way of giving confi-
dence and encouragement, we all have gifts to share. 
 
Flower and Cleaning Rota  
 
Sept 1st -8th David and Maureen 
Sept 15th - 22nd Ann Luxton 
Sept 29th David and Dee 
 
There is a wedding on October 6th some extra helping to clean please. 
 
Pets Service.  
 
Susannah has always wanted to have a pets service so the PCC decided to hold one at 
our United Service on October 21st at 11 a.m.  
So spruce up your pets and bring them along. Should make for an interesting morning!! 
Proceeds for The Friends of St James Iddesleigh 
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Date Time   Minister 

2/9/18 11am Trinity 14 Holy Communion Rev Martin Warren 

9/9/18 6.30pm Trinity 15 Eve Prayer Rev Susanna Metz 

16/9/18 11am Trinity 16   

23/9/18 6.30pm Trinity 17 Holy Communion Rev Martin Warren 

30/9/18 11am Trinity 18 Holy Communion Rev Martin Warren at 
Shebbear 

Church Services  
Catholic Church Services 

Bideford: Sacred Heart Saturday at 5.30pm and Sunday at 11am 

Torrington: The Holy Family Gas Lane (served from Bideford) - Mass: Sunday 9.15am 

For further details telephone 01237 472519 

Okehampton: St Boniface 95 Station Road - Masses:  

Saturday 6pm and Sunday 11am 

For further details telephone 01837 52229 

St Petrocðs Church Service September 

Date Time Minister Flower Rota 

2/9/18 11am Miss V Brown D Andrew 

9/9/18 11am At Hatherleigh  

16/9/18 11am Mrs J Daniel United Service J Skinner 

23/9/18 11am Mrs R James C Cottle 

30/9/18 11am Mr D M James D Andrew 

Methodist Chapel Services September  

Please note : Oct. 7th Harvest Service in the Chapel at 11 a.m. No service in the Parish 
Church. 
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BAXTER HALL 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

MASQUERADE BALL 

              

ON SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 

7.00pm for 7.30pm 

 

Ã20 PER PERSON 

TWO COURSE DINNER 

GLASS OF BUBBLY ON ARRIVAL  

LIVE DANCE MUSIC PROVIDED BY ôARCHIVEõ 

THERE ARE STILL A FEW PLACES LEFT  

SO PLEASE COME ALONG AND HAVE A GOOD TIME 
CELEBRATING THE  

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE HALL 

TO BOOK RING JULIE HARRIS ON 

01837 810898 

 

 

BAXTER HALL EVENT  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF THE BAXTER HALL WILL BE 
HELD 

 

ON  
 

TUESDAY 16 OCTOBER 2018 
 

AT  
 

7.30PM 
 

IN THE BAXTER HALL 
 

This meeting is open to all residents of  

Petrockstowe 

Please come along and let us know what events 
you would like us to organise 

  

If anyone is interested in joining the  

committee please let us know 
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Ladies Group  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Macmillan Coffee Morning.  
 
28th September 2018. Baxter Hall. Petrockstowe. 10am to 12noon. 
 
Itôs that time of year again and I know this village is fantastic for giving so much support to this 
very worthwhile charity.  
Once again, if you can help in any way, I would be extremely grateful, either by just coming 
along, or perhaps making a cake or whatever you want to sell as long as you make a dona-
tion you are very welcome to do so!! 
 
 
Thanking you in anticipation. Most sincerely, Ann Jones. 
 
 
The Village Coffee Mornings return in October 

 

A busy period for the ladies baking and serving cakes and Prosecco at the Fete and then host-

ing the famous Pimms Afternoon. 

Thank you ladies for all your help and contributions of food and raffle prizes and most of all 

your time! Honorary member for Pimms Day Geoff gets a gold star! 

Over 90 Ladies attended and enjoyed a great afternoon.  

 

Our normal monthly meetings now return  on September 25th with a Film Documentary - Rail-

ways at War with Bob Mather. 

In October we have a craft session - making Christmas wreaths with Sandra Huxable. 

All our welcome to attend we just ask for a donation for non members. 

Hope to see you all at the Macmillan Coffee morning. 
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PETROCKSTOWE 
GARDENING CLUB  

NEWSLETTER  244ð Septem-
ber 2018 
 

 

The Gardening Club welcomed Brian Carlson 

who talked about fuchsias which he mostly 

grows in pots.  Most of the fuchsias originally 

come from central and south America. 

 

Brian began his talk by giving an explanation 

and demonstration on how to take successful 

cuttings, usually in October.  He uses Jiffy 7ôs 

which are compressed peat in a net bag for his 

cuttings which once watered expand.  These 

can be easily lifted out from the seed tray to 

see if the cuttings have rooted which usually 

takes 2 weeks provided they are kept at 70ÁF 

and are covered.  Do not forget to label them 

with the name of the variety and the date. Bri-

an then went on to explain how to pot on and 

feed the cuttings to make successful plants 

with masses of flowers.   

 

Hardy fuchsias can be grown in the garden, 

but they do not like clay soil which becomes 

waterlogged.  Plant them in a hole 2ò deeper 

than the pot, backfill to the level of the com-

post and water for the rest of the summer.  

Leave them until February/March when they 

can be cut back. 

 

There is a new pest which is attacking fuch-

sias and that is fuchsias gall mite for which 

there is no chemical treatment.  The best thing 

to do is cut off the affected part and burn it or 

put it into a plastic bag and leave it in the sun 

until it is crispy which kills the mite. 

 

One of the most effective pest treatments is to 

put 1 teaspoon of washing up liquid into 1 pint 

of water and spray the plants ï this is particu-

larly lethal to whitefly. 

 

At the end of the evening Neil warmly thanked 

Brian for his excellent talk.  

 
HINTS AND TIPS ï SEPTEMBER 
¶ Start to divide herbaceous perennials as 

the weather cools. Make sure you water 
in the new plants well. 

¶ When beans and peas finish cropping 
simply cut the plant away at ground level, 
leaving the roots in the soil. These crops 
fix nitrogen which is slowly released into 
the soil as the roots break down. 

¶ The end of this month is the perfect time 
to start planting garlic bulbs for cropping 
next year and start planting autumn onion 
sets. 

¶ Plant out wallflowers now for a spring dis-
play of colour when it is most needed. 

¶ Sweet peas can be sown in a cold frame 
or unheated greenhouse to over-winter, 
the young plants can then be planted out 
in March/April to obtain early blooms. 

¶ Do not cut off the flower heads 
of ornamental grasses as these will pro-
vide winter interest. 

 
Tea/Coffee makers: Ali Gooch and Jean Hor-
wood 
 
The next meeting will be on: Tuesday 11 Sep-
tember at 8.00pm in the Baxter Hall.   
 
The speaker will be Sara Rittershausan and 
her subject will be óOrchidsô. 
 
 
 
Now is getting to the time to think about order-
ing seeds for next year.  Please remember 
that the gardening club can get 50% off seeds 
from Dobies.   

Catalogues will shortly be available from Chris 
Smith (01837 810803) 

 

 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers/flower-plants/perennial-and-biennial-plants
http://seeds.suttons.co.uk/search?w=Sweet+peas
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=140
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Produce & Flower Show  
Despite the run of very hot weather there was a good rate of entries and lots of  wonderful 

produce for the show. 

The Overall well deserved  winners this year were David and Dee French . Congratulations! 

Thank you to the judges and the Ladies Group for providing delicious afternoon tea and 

cakes.  

A splendid show of local talent, cooking, handicrafts and gardening. Well done to all. 

It was also lovely to see Lady Clinton enjoying the many displays and chatting to those ex-

hibiting and attending. 

Lady Clinton meets our new-

est resident Grace with Mum 

Megan 

David and Dee French 

almost sweeping the 

board just stopped from a 

white out by Ian and Irene 

Fisher! 

 

Congratulations to all who 

took part. 


